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Two St. Louis men had the 
motive and money to offer an 
alleged $50,000 bounty on the life of 
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., 
but the House Assassinations Com- 
mittee has been unable to link them 
to his slaying, an investigator testi- 
fied yesterday. 

Auto dealer Russell Byers told 
the committee that he had rejected 
an offer of $50,000 to arrange King’s 
death, and committee investigator 
Edward Evans testified that the 
men who made the alleged offer 
met the yardsticks of both funds 
and motivation. 

The committee is investigating 
the possibility that James Earl Ray 
knew of the bounty and set out to 
collect it by killing King in Mem- 
phis, Tenn. on April 4, 1908. 

The committee staff has al- 
ready concluded that Ray never 
collected any reward money, re- 
gardless of his intentions. 

Byers testified that he was 
offered the reward in 1967 by John 
Kauffman, a businessman, and pat- 
ent attorney John Sutherland, both 
now dead. 

. Evans, chief committee investi- 
gator, testified, “While the commit- 
tee has been unable, ten years later, 


to show a direct link between 
either Mr. Kauffman or Mr. Suther- 
land and events in Memphis, it did 
determine that they met the neces- 
sary criteria for being considered 
participants in a serious conspira- 
cy.” . 

Evans based the conclusion on 
these points: 

• “They had the motive — in 


Mr. Sutherland’s avowed social, 
political and economic attitudes 
and Mr. Kauffman’s readiness to 
earn money legally or illegally.” 

• “They had the monetary 
means — from Mr. Sutherland’s 
own funds and from those of 
associates.” 

• “They actively sought an 
opportunity to carry our their 
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objectives, as evidenced by their 
alleged solicitation of at least Mr. 
Byers.” 

A possible link to Ray centered 
on John Paul Spica, Byers’ brother- 
in-law who for a time occupied a 
cell block with Ray in the Missouri 
State Penitentiary before King’s 
slaying. 

A second speculative link was 


the Grapevine Tavern in St. Louis, 
operated at the time by Ray’s 
brother John and frequented by 
Kauffman and American Indepen- 
dent party workers. 

Both Kauffman and Suther- 
land were active in the party, 
which supported the 1968 presiden- 
tial candidacy of Alabama Gover- 
nor George Wallace, Evans said. 

Byers testified Kauffman ap- 
proached him in 1967 and asked: 
“How would you like to make 
$50,000?” 

“I asked him what I would have 
to do,” Byers said; “and he said he 
would tell me later.” . 

That evening, the witness said, 
they drove to Sutherland’s home. 

Sutherland met them at the 
door, he said, wearing overalls and 
a Confederate hat with crossed 
swords insignia. They were escort- 
ed to his den which was decorated 
“with Confederate flags, bugles and 
swords.” 

Byers said he asked Suther- 
land, “What do I have to do for the 
$50,000?” 

“He says, either arrange or kill 
Martin Luther King,” the witness 
related. “At that point I said who is 
Martin Luther King? I don’t know.” 


Byers added that he felt Suth- 
erland was “dead serious. Absolute- 
ly. Why would he waste my time at 
6:30 in the evening to play a joke on 
me? They were looking for some- 
one to set up in this position.” 

Byers said he rejected the offer 
and never heard about it again. He 
added that he mentioned it to no 
one until long after King’s slaying. 

“After the assassination I 
didn’t know what to believe,” he 
said. “I got the offer — the man 
shows up dead. 1 didn’t know James 
Earl Ray.” 
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